
  

Holy Cross Lutheran Church  (HCLC)  

Minutes  for Counci l Meeting –  July 28,  2020 

 

The July 2020 Church Council meeting was called to order by President W endy Lambeth 

on Wednesday, June 28, 2020 at 12:04 p.m.  Pastor Berggren opened the meeting with a 

prayer.   
 

In attendance were:  Pastor Jim Berggren, Wendy Lambeth, Nancy Beamesderfer, Linda 

Cuzzort, Ricki Finstad, Julie Kilkenny, Hazeley Ruthstrom-Cole, Kay Vaccaro and Sharon 

Wagner.  John Cooper and Karen Davidson were not in attendance.   

 

The minutes from the June Council Meeting were submitted by Julie Kilkenny and were 

unanimously approved by Council.  They will be submitted for publication in Crossties  and 

on the website. 
 

The Treasurer’s report  was presented by Ricki Finstad.  Treasurer Finstad reported that 

June offerings were $19,477, which was an increase of $630 over May.  Year-to-date 2020 

offerings were $136,832, which is $32,554 less than year-to-date 2019 offerings.  Expenses 

for June were $26,504, a decrease of $3,917 from May.  Year-to-date 6/30/20 expenses 

were $29,799 more than offerings taken in.  The checking account balance at 6/30/20 was 

$207,597, not including restricted funds.  The Endowment Committee has $973 interest 

available for disbursement.  Mr. Finstad noted the discouraging trend that offerings are not 

keeping up with expenses, despite significant cost cutting efforts.  He also noted that the 

annual insurance bill comes due in July.  The Treasurer’s report was unanimously approved 

as presented. 

  

Pastoral Staff Reports:  
 

Pastor Berggren gave a brief update on his activities for the month.  He wanted to try 

using separate wine and bread plastic “salad dressing” containers for communion,  as some 

parishioners were having trouble opening the all-in-one grape juice/wafer cups.  He 

reported that onsite worship services were going well, with an average of 26-40 attendees 

per week.  Pastor Berggren remarked that he feels good after his medical procedure, and 

he looks forward to starting physical therapy.  He noted that Verlene Furley died on July 

22nd; her burial service will be on July 29 th.   

 

Old Business and Committee Reports : 
 

WELCA:  Kay Vaccaro gave an update from the June 11th board meeting.  The Rummage Sale is 

tentatively set for October 9th and 10th; special considerations for a safe and healthy environment 

for workers and customers are being discussed.  The WELCA Yearbook is being updated and will 

hopefully be ready in September.   The General Meeting is tentatively scheduled for September 5th.   
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The Craft show has been tentatively scheduled for September 26th.   The Board is working to update 

the WELCA Constitution and By-laws to adhere to the 2016 model for the national organization. 
 

Buildings and Grounds:  President Lambeth reported that Chairperson Warren Schick resigned his 

position on this committee.  In light of the broad scope of this committee, Council discussed ways to 

divide tasks and involve more parishioners in limited ways, such as coordinating a particular task or 

meeting contractors, etc.  Mr. Finstad advised looking for ways to cut costs for the church lawn care.  

Ms. Kilkenny asked that discussions with any lawncare contractors should stress the importance of 

the church property being freshly mown for worship services.   
 

Telge property update:  President Lambeth reported that there has been some serious 

interest in Lot 2.  Several Council members questioned why Lot 1 was taken off the 

market, as the congregation voted at the December 2018 Congregational Meeting “to 

approve the sale of the portion of the Telge property from the rear parking lot and 

storage building westward to Glourie Drive (approximately 1.5 acres),” by a vote of 65 in 

favor and 10 against.  A motion was made, seconded and passed by acclamation that 

Council strongly recommends that Lot 1 be put back on the market, in accordance with 

the aforementioned congregational vote.   
 

Job Openings:   Council discussed the ongoing search for a new Organist and a part-time 

Youth & Family Director.  Pastor Berggren knew of a substitute organist who had a change 

in employment and might be interested in at least an interim position; at Council’s request 

he will pursue this and report back.   
 

Financial Review Committee:  Council discussed the need for regular reporting from this 

committee to be made available for discussion at Council meetings.  A motion was made, 

seconded and approved by Council that the Financial Review Committee supply regular 

reports regarding the Telge funds to be included in the Treasurer’s report for Council 

meetings.   
 

Computer upgrades:  Ms. Lambeth and Mr. Finstad met with two consulting firms on 

ways to upgrade Holy Cross’s computer hardware and software.  They are evaluating bids 

and will choose how to effectively bring the church up to date in this area. 
 

Social Media:  Ms. Lambeth reported positive feedback from parishioners on the 

YouTube account.  She noted that it would be possible to add a donations link to this  

and other social media accounts.  
 

Angel Fund:  Council approved an expenditure from this fund for a member in need. 
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Parking Lot:  Ms. Kilkenny reported that the project to refurbish the parking lot is progres- 

sing and that, weather permitting, construction should begin in early August.  The work, 

which should take no more than 2 weeks, will be divided into 2 phases to minimize 

disruption of church and Pantry activities.  

    

New Business: 
 

Lighting Assessment:  Council considered the $9,800 bid for updating the light fixtures in the 

sanctuary to LED technology.  This bid included approximately $4,000 for bulbs and fixtures, 

$4,300 for labor, and $1,500 for equipment rental.  Members requested getting a 2nd bid for 

this expenditure. 
 

Other reporting:  Several Council members brought up the need to make the monthly 

financial reports clearer for those wanting to see more detail on certain line items, 

including the various dedicated funds.  Members noted the increased need for 

transparency.  A motion was made, seconded and approved that funds spent from 

dedicated funds must be approved by Council.    

 
 

The next Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 25, 2020 at 12:00 noon. (This 

was subsequently changed Thursday, August 20, 2020 at 2:00 p.m.) 
 

 

Upon motion to adjourn, the meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Julie Kilkenny 

 


